
The Catskills: A world of water 



60,000 people in the 

Catskill Region 

treasure this resource



. . . 9.5 million people in 

New York City and its 

northern suburbs depend 

upon it.

More than 1 billion gallons

of water is consumed 

every day.



The reservoirs were created by damming rivers which required 

destruction of 26 communities, and displacement of 5,500 people

Schoharie Reservoir, completed 1925





Thousands of bodies

were moved to 

cemeteries on higher 

ground.

Choice river valley 

farmland was claimed

by eminent domain.



Entire communities were leveled 

to make way for the water

Cannonsville Reservoir

Completed 1965



35 Watershed Towns joined forces to advocate for  

economic justice for this region. 

Two main demands:

1. Land could only be acquired from willing sellers

2. Watershed residents and businesses must not have to pay 

to keep city water clean

The Coalition of Watershed Towns



Years of debate . . . 

. . .  and occasional turmoil, led to facilitated negotiations 

between NYC, the Coalition of Watershed Towns, 

the NY State Dept. of Health, the NY State Dept. of Environmental 

Conservation and representatives of environmental 

organizations.



Finally, with the Coalition and others 

satisfied (more or less), the NYC Watershed

Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was signed in 1997



NYC GOT  
 A filtration waiver

 A permit to buy vacant land, and 

 The right to impose strict regulations 

WATERSHED INTERESTS GOT
 Funding to pay for environmental

protection and other programs

 Support for an economic development fund 

for the Catskill-Delaware Watershed

 “Good Neighbor Payments” for municipalities 

as an inducement to sign the MOA 



 Septic repair, replacement and maintenance

 Stormwater controls 

Community wastewater systems

 Loans and grants to businesses 

 Education grants to schools and organizations

 Planning grants 

 Flood mitigation assistance

The Catskill Watershed Corp.

was established under the MOA 

to run several programs. 

Today, those include:



15-member CWC Board of Directors

12 locally elected officials from the Watershed

1 appointed by NYC Mayor

2 appointed by NYS Governor, including 

an environmental representative



5,303 failed septic systems 

replaced as of 

Dec. 31, 2017

Systems for full-time residents: 

100% paid for 

Part-time residents: 

60% paid for

Septic Programs



Funds provided to correct 

stormwater/erosion 

problems and to meet 

NYC requirements for 

new construction

Stormwater Programs



Emergency response:

Flood assistance and

debris removal

Flood Mitigation:

Fuel tank anchoring 

and other measures



Special community 

development projects



CONTINUING CHALLENGES:

 NYC land acquisition

 Interpretation of regulations

 Communication with other agencies

 Shifting of political winds





Catskill Watershed Corp.

galusha@cwconline.org

Diolch!

Cwestiynau?

cwconline.org

watersheducators.org


