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Blue-green algae

Blue-green algae are natural inhabitants
of many inland waters, estuaries and
the sea.

Heavy growths of blue-green algae are
naturally encouraged by warm water
temperatures and stable, sunny conditions
particularly if the water is enriched with
nutrients. In some years, the numbers

of blue-green algae in a reservoir may
become excessive. Such extensive growths
are sometimes referred to as "blooms”

What do algae blooms look like?

The water may be discoloured green, blue-green or
greenish brown and several species can produce
musty, earthy or grassy odours. Heavy growths
sometimes cause foaming on the shore-line.

During calm weather several species of blue-green
algae can rise to the surface to form a scum which
may be blue-green, grey-green, greenish brown or
occasionally reddish-brown.

Are blue-green algae harmful?

Research has shown that around half of all blooms
of blue-green algae produce toxins. These can be
harmful if swallowed in significant quantities.

Although algal scum is not always harmful, it is a
sensible precaution to avoid contact with the scum
and the water close to it. Caution should be taken
with animals because they have been known to eat
or swallow large quantities of algal scum which has
resulted in the deaths of some animals. Farmers
and pet owners should ensure that their animals
do not have access to offected water.

Contact with heavy blooms of blue-green algae
can also cause skin rashes.
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Do blue-green algoe affect the quality of
drinking water?

There is no evidence to show that blue-green algoe
toxins occur in drinking water at harmful levels.

Modern water treatment processes used to treat
surface waters in the UK can remove or destroy
any blue-green toxins that might be present in the
untreated water.

What is DWr Cymru doing about algal
blooms?

We regularly monitor our reservoirs for algal
blooms. To discourage the growth of blue-green
algaoe in specific reservoirs, barley straw is added
to the water which is an environmentally friendly
reservoir management fechnique.

If blue-green algae blooms are present, warning
signs are put up around the reservoir asking
people to stay away from the water and to keep
their animals from coming into contact with it.

What can you do?

* Read and follow the advice on blue-green algae
signs displayed at reservoirs.

* If a bloom is present at a reservoir, keep
away from the water and any scum that has
accumulated at the edge or on the shore.

» Keep your pets or livestock away from the
reservoir.

 If you pursue activities such as sailing, avoid
contact with and swallowing the water. Wear
protective clothing and shower ofterwards.

* Do not carry out immersion sports such as
swimming, canoeing and sail boarding in
reservoirs affected by blue-green algae blooms.

Need more information or advice?
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You can also visit the Drinking Water
Inspectorate website ot dwi.gov.uk
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Blas ac arogl dwr yfed

Mae'r algdu hyn yn bresennol yn naturiol
mewn llower o ddyfroedd mewndir,
aberoedd a'r moér.

Bydd dwr cynnes a thywydd braf sefydlog
yn symbylu tyfiant algdu, yn enwedig pan
fydd y dwr yn llawn maetholion. Ar adegau
gall nifer yr algéu gynyddu’'n ormodol

gan greu haen wyrddlas dros y dwr (blwm
alga).

Beth yw golwg blwm alga?

Gall y dwr droi'n wyrdd, gwyrddlas neu wyrdd brown
a bydd sawl rhywogaeth yn cynhyrchu arogl mws,
priddlyd neu laswelltog. Weithiau bydd tyfiant frwm
yn creu ewyn ar draethau.

Yn ystod cyfnodau tawel mae llawer o
rywogaethau'n gallu codi'r i'r wyneb i greu
llysnafedd gwyrddlas, llwydlas, gwyrdd brown neu ar
adegau coch-brown.

Ydy alga gwyrddlas yn beryglus?

Dengys ymchwil fod hanner o'r blymau algdu yn
cynhyrchu tocsinau. Gallant achosi problemau os
bydd rhywun yn llyncu llawer ohonynt.

Er na fydd llysnafedd alga yn niweidiol ar bob
amser, mae'n werth osgoi cyffwrdd &'r algdu a'r
dwr cyfagos. Dylid cymryd gofal gydag anifeiliaid
oherwydd gallant fwyta neu lyncu llawer o'r algau,
sydd wedi arwain at farwolaeth yn y gorffennol.
Dylai ffermwyr a pherchnogion anifeiliaid anwes
gadw anifeiliaid i ffwrdd o ddwr yn cynnwys algau
fel hyn.

Mae dod i gysylltiad & blymau algdu gwyrddlas
hefyd yn gallu achosi brechod croen.
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Ydy algau gwyrddlas yn effeithio ansawdd
dwr yfed?

Nid oes tystiolaeth fod lefelau niweidiol o docsinau
algéu gwyrddlas mewn dwr yfed.

Bydd prosesau trin dwr modern yn dileu neu'n
distrywio tocsinau algdu gwyrddlas sy'n bresennol
mewn dwr heb ei drin.

Camau Dwr Cymru i daclo algau?

Byddwn yn monitro ein cronfeydd am alga

yn rheolaidd. Er mwyn rhwystro tyfiant algau
gwyrddlas mewn rhai cronfeydd, byddwn yn rhoi
gwellt barlys yn 'y dwr fel rhan o fesurau rheoli
amgylcheddol.

Os bydd algéu gwyrddlas yn bresennol, byddwn yn
gosod arwyddion o gwmpas cronfeydd yn gofyn
pobl i gadw i ffwrdd o'r dwr ac i rwystro anifeiliaid
rhag cysylltu &'r dwr.

Beth allwch chi wneud?
* Darllen a dilyn y cyngor ar arwyddion algéu

gwyrddlas ger ein cronfeydd.

* Os bydd tyfiant algdu ar gronfa, cadwch i ffwrdd
o'r dwr ac unrhyw lysnafedd fydd wedi crynhoi ar
yrymyl.

* Cadw anifeiliaid i ffwrdd o'r gronfa.

* Os yn mwynhau hwylio ac ati, ceisio osgoi cysylltu
4, a llyncu'r dwr. Gwisgo dillad diogelwch a
chymryd cawod wedyn.

* Osgoi chwaraeon dwr fel nofio, can?io a hwyl
fordio ar gronfeydd yn destun blymau algau
gwyrddlas.

Angen cyngor neu wybodaeth?
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Neu ewch i wefan yr Arolygioeth Dwr Yfed sef
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