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History of the Watershed Agricultural Council

Incorporation ï1993 Partners decide to create the non-profit Watershed Agricultural Council 

(WAC) to administer the voluntary, incentive-based Watershed Agricultural Program, fully 

funded by New York Cityôs Department of Environmental Protection. ACouncil of 

Directors oversees the Council programs, which are administered by Office and Field Staff. 

An Advisory Committee guides the Council. 

Implementation ï1994 Phase II of the Watershed Agricultural Program begins with the 

development of whole farm plans for watershed farms based primarily on nation-wide USDA 

standards. A goal of 85% participation by farmers becomes a milestone in the EPAôs Filtration 

Avoidance Determination (F.A.D.) waiver for New York City Department of Environmental 

Protection. Participation today is 93%. 

Sound Science ï1996 Research efforts test and validate best management practices and 

study the source, fate and transport of pathogens and phosphorus. 
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Why Our Program Works

Since inception WAC has strived to 

remain: 

Å Voluntary

Å Fully Funded

Å Farmer Led

Å Promote Farmer Economic Viability 


